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ORDER SIPHONOCLAD1ALES

General characteristics. The order Siphonocladiales is composed of
narine species and is closely related to the Siphonales. In most.cases the
alant is composed of a comparatively small number of large multinucleate

FIG. 564. Halicoryne, one of the Siphonocladiales
Left, habit (x 1);  right, portion of tip showing development of sporangia.
[Notice that near the tip evanescent sterile branches alternate with the young
sporangia.  In this drawing the branches and sporangia in front have been
removed,  (x 6)
cells. These are often arranged in a very definite ana. complicated manner
to form interesting and beautiful plants (Figs. 563, 564). The Sipkond-
dadiales are generally regarded as being derived from the Siphonales by
the development of cross walls. In the Siphonales reproductive structures
are cut off by cross walls. The simplest of the Siphonocladicdes are very
similar to the Siphowles, and from these simple forms there can be traced
a tendency toward an increase in septation and the complexity of the plant